ChapNotes for Jan 4" — 8", 2010

MONDAY

Bible verses through the Gospel of John

JOHN 4:36-38 "The Harvester isn't waiting. He's taking his pay, gathering in this grain that's ripe for
eternal life. Now the Sower is arm in arm with the Harvester, triumphant. That's the truth of the saying,
"This one sows, that one harvests.' | sent you to harvest a field you never worked. Without lifting a finger,
you have walked in on a field worked long and hard by others."

* % % * % *

An Australian mining town will always remember the year of the dramatic rescue. News of the mining
tragedy shook the small town after an earthquake killed one miner and trapped two others 3000 feet
under the ground. For days that would turn into weeks, teams of miners bore through tons of rock;
rescuers could only work one at a time on their backs in a cramped rescue tunnel, using hand-held tools
to avoid caving in.

Meanwhile, the two trapped miners huddled into a four foot-tall cage and could only wait for rescuers to
break through rock they knew was five times harder than concrete. Five days after the accident, the
trapped miners began to hear the sounds of their rescuers. Six days later, the miners were located,
contact was made, and hands passed food and hope through a crack in the walls that held them.
Fourteen days after the accident, over 300 hours of waiting for rescue, the two miners were freed. "This is
the great escape,” said Bill Shorten, national secretary of the Australian Workers Union. "This is the
biggest escape from the biggest prison."

The world is still dark and lonely. But in it every day a quiet voice calls out, "I stand at the door and
knock." Christ has come. Christ is here. Christ will come again. Our moment of eternal rescue draws
near. Monday Fodder , arr.

* *x * % % %

The pastor of a local church had a kitten that climbed up a tree in his backyard and was afraid to come
down. The pastor coaxed, offered warm milk, etc. The kitty would not come down. The tree was not
sturdy enough to climb, so the pastor decided that if he tied a rope to his car and drove away so that the
tree bent down, he could then reach up and get the kitten.

He did all this, checking his progress in the car frequently, and then figured if he went just a little bit
further, the tree would be bent sufficiently for him to reach the kitten. But as he moved a little further
forward, the rope broke. The tree went BOING and the kitten instantly sailed through the air - out of sight.

The pastor felt terrible. He walked all over the neighborhood asking people if they'd seen a little kitten. No.
Nobody had seen a stray kitten. So he prayed, "Lord, | just commit this kitten to your keeping," and went
on about his business.

A few days later he was at the grocery store, and met one of his church members. He happened to look
into her shopping cart and was amazed to see cat food. Now this woman was a cat hater and everyone
knew it, so he asked her, "Why are you buying cat food when you hate cats so much?"

She replied, "You won't believe this," and told him how her little girl had been begging her for a cat, but
she kept refusing. Then a few days before, the child had begged again, so the Mom finally told her little
girl, "Well if God gives you a cat, I'll let you keep it."



She told the pastor, "I watched my child go out in the yard, get on her knees, and ask God for a cat. And
really, Pastor, you won't believe this, but | saw it with my own eyes. A kitten suddenly came flying out of
the blue sky, with its paws outspread, and landed right in front of her." Pastor Tim

* % % % * *

Seems an Arkansas guy wanted some beer pretty badly. He decided that he'd just throw a cinder block
through a liquor store window, grab some booze, and run. So he lifted the cinder block and heaved it over
his head at the window. The cinder block bounced back and hit the would-be thief on the head, knocking
him unconscious. The liquor store window was made of Plexiglas. The whole event was caught on
videotape. Humor

TUESDAY

John 4:39-42 Many of the Samaritans from that village committed themselves to him because of the
woman's witness: "He knew all about the things | did. He knows me inside and out!" They asked him to
stay on, so Jesus stayed two days. A lot more people entrusted their lives to him when they heard what
he had to say. They said to the woman, "We're no longer taking this on your say-so. We've heard it for
ourselves and know it for sure. He's the Savior of the world!"

* *x * K% % %

A nursery school teacher was delivering a station wagon full of kids home one day when a fire truck
zoomed past. Sitting in the front seat of the fire truck was a Dalmatian dog. The children started to
discuss the dog's duties.

"They use him to keep crowds back," said one youngster.
"No," said another, "he's just for good luck."

"l know!" said a third..."They use it to find the fire hydrant!" Humor

* * * % % %

Two priests died at the same time and met Saint Peter at the Pearly Gates. St. Peter said, "I'd like to get
you guys in now, but our computers down. You'll have to go back to Earth for about a week, but you can't
go back as priests. What'll it be?"

The first priest says, "I've always wanted to be an eagle, soaring above the Rocky Mountains." "So be it,"
says St. Peter, and off flies the first priest.

The second priest mulls this over for a moment and asks, "Will any of this week 'count’ for or against our
entry to Heaven?” St. Peter answered, "No, | told you the computer's down. There's no way we can keep
track of what you're doing." "In that case," says the second priest, "I've always wanted to be a stud." "So
be it" says St. Peter, and the second priest disappears.



A week goes by, the computer is fixed, and the Lord tells St. Peter to recall the two priests. "Will you have
any trouble locating them?" He asks. "The first one should be easy," says St. Peter. "He's somewhere
over the Rockies, flying with the eagles.

But the second one could prove to be more difficult.” "Why?" asked the Lord. "He's on a snow tire,
somewhere in North Dakota." Humor

* *x * % % %

A self-important business man had to spend a couple of days in the hospital. He was a royal pain to the
nurses because he bossed them around just like he did his employees. None of the hospital staff wanted
to have anything to do with him. The head nurse was the only one who could stand up to him. She came
into his room and announced,

"l have to take your temperature.” After complaining for several minutes, he finally settled down, crossed
his arms and opened his mouth. "No, I'm sorry, the nurse stated, "but for this reading, | cannot use an oral
thermometer."

This started another round of complaining, but eventually he rolled over and bared his rear end.

After feeling the nurse insert the thermometer, he heard her announce, "l have to get something. Now you
stay JUST LIKE THAT until | get back!"

She left the door to his room open on her way out. He cursed under his breath as he heard people

walking past his door laughing. After almost an hour, the man's doctor came into the room. "What's going
on here?" asked the doctor.

Angrily, the man answered, "What's the matter, Doc? Haven't you ever seen someone having their
temperature taken?"

After a pause, the doctor confessed, "Well, yes | have, but never with a carnation." Humor

WEDNESDAY

John 4:43-45  After the two days he left for Galilee. Now, Jesus knew well from experience that a
prophet is not respected in the place where he grew up. So when he arrived in Galilee, the Galileans
welcomed him, but only because they were impressed with what he had done in Jerusalem during the
Passover Feast, not that they really had a clue about who he was or what he was up to.

* * * K% % %

| had always talked about my job a lot at home, and my young daughter had always expressed great
interest. So | thought it would be a treat for her to spend the day with me at the office. Since | wanted it to
be a surprise, | didn't tell her where we were going, just that it would be fun. Although usually a bit shy,
she seemed excited to meet each colleague | introduced. On the way home, however, she seemed
somewhat down.



Didn't you have a nice time?" | asked.

"Well, it was okay." she responded. "But | thought it would be more like a circus.”

Confused, | asked, "Whatever do you mean?"

She said, "Well, you said you work with a bunch of clowns, and | never got to see them!" Monday Fodder

* % % * % *

The census taker knocked on Donnas’ door. She answered all his questions except one. She refused to
tell him her age.

"But everyone tells their age to the census taker," he said.

"Did Miss Maisy Hill and Miss Daisy Hill tell you their ages?" she asked.
"Certainly," he replied

"Well, I'm the same age as they are," she snapped.

"As old as the Hills," he wrote on his form. Humor

* *x * % % %

Wisdom - From the Military Manual

‘It is generally inadvisable to eject directly over the area you just bombed.'

- U.S. Air Force Manual

'Whoever said the pen is mightier than the sword obviously
never encountered automatic weapons.'

- General MacArthur

'You, you, and you ... Panic. The rest of you, come with me.

- U.S. Marine Corp Gunnery Sgt.

‘Tracers work both ways."'



- U.S. Army Ordnance

'Five second fuses only last three seconds.'- Infantry Journal

THURSDAY

John 4:46-48 Now he was back in Cana of Galilee, the place where he made the water into wine.
Meanwhile in Capernaum, there was a certain official from the king's court whose son was sick. When he
heard that Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, he went and asked that he come down and heal his
son, who was on the brink of death. Jesus put him off: "Unless you people are dazzled by a miracle, you
refuse to believe."

* % % * % *

His name is Bill. He has wild hair, wears a T-shirt with holes in it, jeans, and no shoes. This was literally
his wardrobe for his entire four years of college.

He is brilliant. Kind of profound and very, very bright. He became a Christian while attending college.

Across the street from the campus is a well-dressed, very conservative church. They want to develop a
ministry to the students but are not sure how to go about it.

One day Bill decides to go there. He walks in with no shoes, jeans, his T-shirt, and wild hair. The service
has already started and so Bill starts down the aisle looking for a seat.

The church is completely packed and he can't find a seat. By now, people are really looking a bit
uncomfortable, but no one says anything.

Bill gets closer and closer and closer to the pulpit, and when he realizes there are no seats, he just squats
down right on the carpet.

By now the people are really uptight, and the tension in the air is thick.

About this time, the minister realizes that from way at the back of the church, a deacon is slowly making
his way toward Bill.

Now the deacon is in his eighties, has silver-gray hair, and a three-piece suit. A godly man, very elegant,
very dignified, very courtly. He walks with a cane and, as he starts walking toward this boy, everyone is
saying to themselves that you can't blame him for what he's going to do.

How can you expect a man of his age and of his background to understand some college kid on the floor?

It takes a long time for the man to reach the boy.



The church is utterly silent except for the clicking of the man's cane. All eyes are focused on him. You
can't even hear anyone breathing. The minister can't even preach the sermon until the deacon does what
he has to do.

And now they see this elderly man drop his cane on the floor. With great difficulty, he lowers himself and
sits down next to Bill and worships with him so he won't be alone.

Everyone chokes up with emotion.

When the minister gains control, he says, "What I'm about to preach, you will never remember. What
you have just seen, you will never forget." DeeDeeX

* *x * % % %

The other night, Joe and his wife were going out for dinner. She put on eyebrow pencil, eye shadow,
eyeliner, eyelashes, mascara, toner, blush, lipstick, and a dozen other mysterious concoctions, and then
asked: "Does this look natural?" Humor

FRIDAY

John 4:49-51 But the court official wouldn't be put off. "Come down! It's life or death for my son.” Jesus
simply replied, "Go home. Your son lives." The man believed the spoken word of Jesus and headed
home. On his way back, his servants intercepted him and announced, "Your son lives!"

* * * K% % %

In a small Texas town, (Mt. Vernon) Drummond’s bar began construction on a new building to increase
their business. The local Baptist church started a campaign to block the bar from opening with petitions
and prayers.

Work progressed right up till the week before opening when lightning struck the bar and it burned to the
ground.

The church folks were rather smug in their outlook after that, until the bar owner sued the church on the
grounds that the church was ultimately responsible for the demise of his building, either through direct or
indirect actions or means.

The church vehemently denied all responsibility or any connection to the building's demise in its reply to
the court.

As the case made its way into court, the judge looked over the paperwork. At the hearing he commented,
‘| don't know how I'm going to decide this, but as it appears from the paperwork, we have a bar owner
who believes in the power of prayer, and an entire church congregation that does not.' Carolyn Olkives

* * * K% * %



If | decorate my house perfectly with plaid bows, strands of twinkling lights and shiny balls, but do not
show love to my family, I'm just another decorator.

If | slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of Christmas cookies, preparing gourmet meals and
arranging a beautifully adorned table at mealtime, but do not show love to my family, I'm just another
cook.

If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing home and give all that | have to charity, but do not show
love to my family, it profits me nothing.

If I trim the spruce with shimmering angels and crocheted snowflakes, attend a myriad of holiday parties
and sing in the choir's cantata but do not focus on Christ, | have missed the point.

Love stops the cooking to hug the child.

Love sets aside the decorating to kiss the husband.

Love is kind, though harried and tired.

Love doesn't envy another's home that has coordinated Christmas china and table linens.

Love doesn't yell at the kids to get out of the way.

Love doesn't give only to those who are able to give in return but rejoices in giving to those who can't.
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things.

Love never fails.

Video games will break, pearl necklaces will be lost, and golf clubs will rust. But giving the gift of love will

endure.
Laugh & Lift

* % % % % %

The customer in the Italian restaurant was so pleased that he asked to speak to the chef. The owner
proudly led him into the kitchen and introduced him to the chef.

"Your veal ptarmigan was superb," the customer said. "l just spent a month in Italy, and yours is better
than any | ever had over there."

"Naturally," the chef said. "Over there, they use domestic cheese. Ours is imported." Humor



